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The number of workers on Ohio farms varies significantly 
with the season. Table 1 shows that during the summer months the 
number of people working on Ohio farms is nearly 2/3 greater than 
in the fall. Oddly enough, lhe greater numbers during the summer 
are not totally associatP.d with hired labor, as one might expect. 
Tht· number of self-employed persons was 35 percent greater during 
the summer and unpaid labor (presumably family) was 145 percent 
9reater. Il js difficult to rationalize the d1fference in the 
numher of self-employed persons. Some of this difference is 
likely assoc1ated with tarm operators that proauce vegetable 
crops where all production and marketing work is completed by 
Octob8r. The greater number of unpa1d persons during the summer 
is likely associated with children of farm operators being out of 
school and working at home. The greater number of paid workers 
during thP summer is most li~ely associated with production labor 
needs fur forage crops (hay), fresh and commercial vegetables, 
ana small grain harvest. 
Hours Worked 
The number of hours worked per week by self-employed and 
unpAid workers was nearly the same during the summer and fall and 
averaged slightly less than 40 hours. Hired workers wer~ 
reported to work more hours per week in the fall, nearly 40 
percent more. The greater hours per week in the fall is likely 
Table 1. 
Selt-Em[Jloyed 
Unpaid 
Hired 
All 
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NUMBER OF WORKERS ON FARMS 
OHIO FARM LABOR 
1984 
July October 
- - - thousands - - -
54 40 
27 11 
59 22 
120 73 
Source of Data: "Farm Labor," Crop Reporting Board, Statistical 
Research Service, USDA, November 19H4, Publica-
tion No. SpSy 8 (11-84). 
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the rcsu]t of (jroin he~rvest 8ctivity that often continu~~' frJm 
pre-dawn Ln late evPning. T tw cl a t a i n T a b 1 e 2 d o e s n u t s e e rn t u 
subslanliate the common beliAf that farmers and their help, as a 
group, work more hours per wRek than their "city cousjns." This 
of course would vary by type of farm and one must be careful how 
the data are interpreted. 
Wages 
The dala in Table 3, surprisingly, indicate a slightly 
higher waye being paid to tiAld workers in Ohio. Conventional 
wisdom would likely lead one to the opposite conclusion. It is 
commonly perceived, and correctly so, that livestock workers 
generally require 8 higher level of skill and management 
capability. Thus, the thought that their wage would probably be 
higher than for field workers. Keep in mind, however, that in 
Ohio many of the field workers are associated with labor in-
tensive vegetable crops. In this environment labor is managed by 
crew leaders and is "pseudo-unionized" and likely results in a 
somewhat higher wage. Also, note that thesP are wages exclusive 
of pPrquisites (i.e. house, utilities, meat, milk, and etc.). It 
is probable that individuals classified as "livestock" workers 
are morA likRly, as a group, to receive a higher valued set of 
perquisites resulting in a somewhat lower acceptable wage. Note 
thal all hired workHrs on Ohio farms average nearly $4.50 per 
hour (plus any perquisites). This is considerably below the 
average wage earned by all workers in Ohio covered by Workers 
Compensation--approximately $8.40 per hour in 1983. 
TablP. 2. 
SPl f-Employed 
lJnpa1d 
H1red 
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HOURS WORKED PER WEEK 
OHIO FARM LABOR 
'1984 
July Octoher 
- hours p~r week -
3H.9 58. 3 
3 7 . 1 .37.8 
28.1 )8.8 
Source of Data: "Farm Labor," Crop Reporting Board, Statistical 
Research Service, USDA, November 1984, Publica-
tion No. SpSy 8 (11-84). 
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Table 3. WAGl RATES FOR HIRED WORKERS 
OHIO FARM LABOR 
------------
Type of Work 
Field 
LlvHstock 
Field & Livestock 
Supervisory 
Other 
Methou ot Paymt--nt 
Hourly 
OtiHH 
All Hired Workers 
1984 
July October 
- - - dolJars per hour - - -
!j,4.04 
3.84 
4.00 
4.27 
4.20 
4.26 
$4.07 
3.76 
3.98 
7.72 
6.00 
4.30 
4.80 
4.42 
Source of Data: "Farm Ulhol:'," Crop Reporting Board, Statistical 
Research Service, USDA, November 1984, Publica-
tion No. SpSy 8 (11-84). 

